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Narodil se 6. detvna 1922 v Teplicich-Sanové
jako Hans Robert Alexander (kfestni jméno si
pozménil a pli svém pozdéjdim vstupu do RAF).
Za vilky slouil v RAF a z Ceskoslovenskych
leted vykonal nejvice ndletil na cile v okupované
Evropé. Byl piislusnfkem 106, 83., 139, a 162,

1RAF.

p;l;uct:m] 7 némecko-jazytné stfedostavovské
rodiny s Zidovskymi kofeny. V roce 1938 perusil
studium na némeckém gymndziu v rodnych
Teplicich. Po Mnichovu, kdy Teplice pipadly
k tizemi nacistickému Némecku,
a po ndsledné kiistlové noci bylo zfejmé, Ze pro
rodinu nastévaji velmi zlé asy. Otec jej poslal
dostudovat do Margate College ve Velké Britanii,
Tim munepochybné zachrénil Zivot; protole celd
fada jeho rodinnych piistudniki se za valky stala
obéti holocaustu. Vystudoval a fisp&iné sloZil
maturitni zkoudku, chvili pracoval na farmé, ale
pak necht&] ziistat stranou.

V roce 1941 vstoupil dobrovolnd do svazku
RAF. Byl vybrén k vyeviku pro leteckou
odbornost navigdtora bombardovacitio letounu.
Jesté neddvno byl jednim z nejméné znamych
ceskoslovenskych leted, prisluiniki RAF,
Jednim z ditvodi byla skutetnost, %e po celou
vilku slouZil pouze u britskych peruti. , Nabizeli
mi vstup do Ceského letectva, ale ji se hned po
Piijezdu rozhodl natrvalo zakotvit v Anglii, takle
Jsem zvolil moZnost vstoxpit pitmo do RAE“
Bojoval jako navigitor na étyFmotorovych
bombardovacich letounech Avro Lancaster,
s nimiZ podnikla nalety na Némecko a okupovand
tizemi. Pokud jde o operalni létani, vzlél
k celkem 101 bombardovacim néletim, 7 nich
mu jako operatnich bylo zapotitino 9. V jejich
pritbéhu operatné nalétal 480 hodin a 20 minut.

Y vétiiné v noci.

Po absolvovéni zikladniho, odborného
a operaéniho vyeviku byl v roce 1943 phidélen
k britské 106. bombardovaci peruti RAF
Syerston v Nottinghamshiru. V timei 5.skupiny
Bomber Command wtodila tato jednotka se syymi
étyfmotorovymi Lancastery na Némecko
a okupovand tzemi. Dne 12. dubna 1943 byl
s celou osfidkou prevelen k britské 83, bombar-
dovaci peruti RAF Wyton v Huntingdownshiru,
keerd ndlezela k 8.skupiné Bomber Commannd,
patfila k tak zvanym znatkatim, k jednotkdm,
které mély byt vidy prvni nad urtenym cilem
a oznatit ho barevnymi markery, svétlicemi
a zdpalnymi pumami pro nalétavajici hlavni
bombardovaci svaz. Plestofe mél mnohokrit
naméle, patfil k tém $astnjiim. Osud mu doptil
pleZit a tim také dale zdokonalovat své
schopnosti. To mu vyneslo nejprve povyieni na
Flight Sergeanta F(/Sgt (rotny) a jeité pred
koncem turnusu byl naviZen k udéleni DFM
(Distinguished Flying Medal). Dokonéil
operaéni turnus a vykonal 48 notnich
bombardovacich niletlh v celkovém Case 284
hodin, 40 minut. 29. ledna 1944. Nisledoval jeho
zaslouZeny festimésiéni odpodinek, kdy
nastoupil jako instruktor navigace u amerického
bombardovaciho letectva, dislokovaného ve
Velkeé Britdnii. V té dobé se dotkal i povyseni do

distojnické hodnosti Pilot Officer (poruéik).

V péti mésicich nalétal s Ameritany daliich 123
neoperacnich letoviich hodin, 2 toho 60 hodin na
letounech B-17 Flying Fortress a 63 hodin na
B-24 Liberator, Dne 9. bfezna 1944 byl povyien
na Flying Officera (nadporutik). Druhy operatni
turnus nastoupil 17. Servence 1944 k 139.
bombardovaci peruti (Jamaica) v Upwoodu,
pattici do 8. skupiny Bomber Command.
Osmkrét se zicastnil jako znatkaf se specidinim
vybavenim /radiolokator H2S pro bombardovani
naslepo) nletu proti hlavnimu méstu Treti fide.
Po odlétini 70 operaénich let byl poviden nia
Flight Lieutenanta F/Lt. (kapitin) a 26, ledna
1945 byl vyznamendn DFC (Distinguished
Flying Cross). 17. prosince 1944 byl pemistén
k 162. bombardovaci peruti RAF Bourn
v Cambidgeshirn, V rdmei 162, peruti F/Lt
Alexander, DFC, DFM statil do konce vilky
vykonat jedt¢ nekolik daldich noénich
bombardovacich naletl. Po dokonéeni tretiho
turnusu byl odesldn 22, ledna 1945 opét na
odpotinek. Ten tentokrdte (rval jen dva mésice.
Na konci dubna se totiZ ke své 162, peruti vritil,
aby se v noci z 2. na 3. kvéten 1945, kdy
bombardoval severonémecky Kiel, tcastnil
vilbec posledniho nédletu véletného Bomber
Command, Tim uzavlel sviij impozantni valetny
lidet, ktery do t¢ doby &inil celkem 972 letovyc
hodin, z toho 577 v noci. Pokud jde o operaéni
létani, vzlétl k celkem 101 bombardovacim
ndletim, z nich? jako operaéni mu jich bylo
oficidiné zapotitano 99. V jejich pribhu nalétal
celkem 480 operatnich hodin, naprostou vétiinu
v noci. Takovou bilanci se nemohl pochlubit
#idny jiny Ceskoslovensky obéan, sloutici u
Bomber Command.

Zprivy o své rodiné nemé! dlouhych Sest rokd,
ale pfileZitost k navitévé Ceskoslovenska se mu
naskytla aZ tfi mésice po skondeni vilky, Ve staré
vlasti se zdrzel tyden a skutetnost piedéila ta
nejhorsi odekdvini. Vzpominal na to, 7e ze 48
rodinngch pisiuinikd a pfibuznych piezil jen
jediny. O tom, Ze po vilce ziistane ve Velké
Britdnii natrvalo, uvaZoval ji2 v jejim prabéhu.
Kdy? zjistil, 2¢ byl tak brutdlnim zplisobem
zbaven odpovédnosti viu&i svim blizkym, tak se
ve svém rozhodnuti jen utvrdil. Navic minil
setrvat jako diistojnik z povoldni v fadich RAF,
kde zistal slouZit i nadale, a to dokonce vice ne?
dvé daldi dekady, Mezitim se stadil oZenit
a s manZelkou Pamelou mél postupné tfi deery.
Pokud to bylo jen trochu moZné, preferoval
aktivni létani, Prodélal rodni specidlni nd-
stavbovy navigadni kurz a poté i RAF Staff
College, po jejim2 absolvovini byl 1. &ervence
1954 povyden do hodnosti Squadron Leader
(major), O tfi roky pozdgji navic tisp&iné zavrsil
studium na RAF College of Air Warfare (1957),
byl zatazen na rienych Stdbnich postech jak
v zdmofi, tak i na Britskych ostrovech. K 6,
Cervau 1973, vesvych 51 letech a po bezmdla 32
letech sluZby, odedie] na viastni #4dost do penze.

Skromny stary mu?, ktery nikdy netouZil
po publicitd, strdvil podzim svého Zivota
v Andoveru v jihoanglickém Hampshiru, kde 12.
ledna 2012 zemfel ve véku nedoZitych 90-ti roki.
Jeho rodina a ptitelé se s nim naposledy
rozloudili 27. ledna 2012 v Salishury,

Lavicka
F/Lt Jana Roberta ALEXANDERA, DFC, DFM
6. Cervna 1922  12. ledna 2012

navigatora RAF, teplického rodika
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He was born on 6 June 1922 as Hans Robert
Alexander (he changed his first name only when he
volunteered for the RAF), During the war he served
with RAF sg;d undertook the highest number of
bombing raids on targets in occupied Europe among
Czechoslovak airmgﬁ!{e was amember of 106, 83,
139and 162 RAF Squadrons,

He was bom into a relatively well-off middle class
German speaking Jewish family. In 1938 he
i his studies at the German Grammar
School in his native town of Teplice, After the
Munich Agreement when the T:?i’ce Region was
ceded to the Reich and the following,
‘Kristallnacht’ it became obvious, that very difficult
times were ahead for the family, His father arranged
for him to go to Great Britain to complete his studies
at College in Margate, No doubt his life was saved
due to that because majority of the members of his
family and relatives became victims of the
Holocaust. After successful graduating from his
college, he worked briefly on a farm, but at that time
the war was raging at full swing and he did not want
to stand aside,

He joined the RAF Voluntary Reserve, He was
selected for navigator training on bomber airerafl.
Until recently he was one of the least known
Czechoslovak airmen who were members of the
RAF. One of the reasons is that he never served with
Czechoslovak units but only with British
Squadrons. “1 was offered entry to join the
Czechoslovak Air Force, but I had decided, on
my arrival, to remain permanently in England
for the rest of my life , so I opted for the
opportunity to enlist into the RAF". He was
apavigator in four-engined Avro Lancaster, making
night raids on Germany and occupied tetritoties.
As far as operational flying was concerned, he had
flown atotal of 101 bombing raids, of which 99 were
oﬂiclallmwdmfie had flown a tf?“ﬂil'.s:f 480h2t0
operational hours, the vast majority o atnight.

After he completed his basic, specialised and
operational trainings in 1943 he was posted to 106
Bomber Squ, stationed at Syerston, Notting-
hamshire, No 5 Bomber Group squadron with their
four-engined Lancaster aircrafts were attacking
Germany and occupied territories. On 12 April he
and the whole crew were posted to 83 Sqn based at
Wyton, Huntingdonshire. Which belonged to No 8
Bomber Command and was a member of Path
Finder Force, who were entrusted with a most
imﬁmmm role - markin% the targeti for the
following main bomber force using coloured
markers, flares and incendiary bombs. Though I. R
Alexander had many narrow escapes, he was ong of
the lucky ones. Fate allowed him to survive and so
he was ﬁ‘ivcn an Oﬁwrlunity to further hone his
skills. This carned him his first promotion to the
rank of Flight Sergeant and prior to completing his
tour of duty he was awarded the DFM
(Distinguished Flying Medal). The awarding of a
well deserved DFM was approved by His Majesty
on 27 Jan 1944 at the time of Jan Alexander had
completed his second tour of duty. He had flown
total of forty-eight ng(lln bombing raids unming
284.40 flying hours. On 29 January Alexander le
the y}luadmn for his preseribed well deserved six-
month rest. He became an instructor with the
USAAF who were now deployed on British soil. He
was promoted to the rank of Pilot Officer. During the
next five months he flew four-engined American

aircraft on non operational flights totalling 123
flying hours, 60 hours were on B17 Flying
Fortress’s and 63 hours on B24 Liberators, On 9
March 1944 he received his promotion to the rank of
Flying Officer.

His second operational tour started on 17 June
1944, when he was posted to 139 Sqn , “Jamaica®,
stationed at Uj . The squadron was part of 8
Group of Bomber Command. He took part in eight
bombing raids on Nazi German capital as a marker
using special device (H2S on board radar for
bombing in nil visibility). Here too he did extremely
well and afler completing 70 operational flights he
was promoted to the rank of Flight Lieutenant (F/Lt)
and on 26 January 1945 he was awarded the DFC
(Distinguished Flying Cross). On 17 December
1944 he was posted to 162 Sqn, a bomber RAF unit
re-formed at Bourn, Cambridgeshire. As a member
of 162 Sqn F/L1 Alexander, DFC, DFM managed to
complete several other night bombing operational
raids, Having completed his third tour of duty he
was sent, on 22 January 1945, for a rest. This time it
lasted for only two months. At the end of April he
returned to 162 Sqn and on the night of 2.‘5mMny
1945 he bombed the harbour at Kiel, North
Germany, This was to be the last bombing mission
of the war to be undertaken by Bomber Command.
This completed his impressive wartime score which
totalled 972.35 flying hours, 577.55 of which were
atnight, As far as uremtionai flying was concerned,
he had flown a total of 101 bombing raids, of which
99 were officially counted. He had flown a total of
480.20 operational hours, the vast majority of these
atnight. No other Czechoslovak airmen who served
in Bomber Command can elaima record like this,

He had been deprived of news about his family for
six long years, but had an oplﬂomnity to visit
Czechoslovakia some three months after the end of
hostilities. He stayed in his homeland for a week and
the reality exceeded his worst tions, He
came back completely crushed as it is mentioned in
his memories, out of his 48 family members and
relatives he had been the only one to survive,
Already as WWII was progressing, J. R. Alexander
was considering remaining on British soil forever,
When he found out that he had been brutally
deprived of responsibility towards his family, his
decision was confirmed. He chose 10 remain as
acareer officer in the RAF and he remained in RAF
service for more than two decades. During this time
he married his wife Pamela and they had three
daughters.

Whenever it was possible he preferred active
flying. He continued to upgrade his qualifications
and he completed a year long course for Special
Navigation ullcwed‘ I;?f ﬁt;tf(‘ollege which
he completed on | July 1954 and was promoted to
the rank of Squadron Leader. Three years later, in
1957, he completed his studies at the RAF College
of Air Warfare. He was then posted to various stafl
position both overseas and on The British Isles. On 6
June 1971, aged 51 and after 32 years of service, at
his own request he retired from the RAF,

Ahumble old man, he never sought publicity and
spent the autumn of his life in Andover, Hampshire,
inthe south of England, where atlheageof ninety he
passed away on 12 Jnnuar?/ 2012. His family and
friends attended his funeral on 27 January 2012 to
say their last farewells to him,
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